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A World Outlook 


WORLD outlook !—when the word 
AN is, at the outset, beyond our grasp. 

No man has ever yet seen ‘the 
world’’; few have seen more than a fraction 
of it; yet ‘a world outlook ”’ is an urgent 
necessity. Why? Because the crying need 
of the day is reconstruction, and that can 
only be carried out on God’s lines, and God 
thinks in world-thoughts. The initial step 
to any sort of construction or recon- 
struction is to drop our narrow, short- 
sighted view of things, to see things as God 
sees them, which means a world outlook. 
For it is ‘‘a world that God so loved,” a 
world that He Himself came to save, a whole 
new earth that He would re-create to-day, 
for He says: ‘‘ Behold, I create a new 
earth.” ‘‘ Behold, I make all things new.” 
It is we who, with our finite minds, con- 
tinually divide. 

To grasp the “‘ world,” geographically, we 
divide into continents and countries; but 
God thinks of it as one great whole, for 
‘** He made the round world and all that 
dwell therein.”’? God has no division there. 
We fix a barrier between West and East ; 
the inhabitants of the world we divide into 
nations, races, tribes—black, brown, white, 
or yellow; we subdivide the peoples 


according to class or caste, social rank or 
material wealth. But God knows none of 
these divisions, no “‘ home ”’ and “‘ foreign ”’; 

it bears repetition that “ God so loved the 
world.” 

In the spiritual world we nedabolouste 
divide, separating “‘ dead ”’ and “‘ living 
but God has no division there, for “ all live 
unto Him.” 

In the moral world we divide into what 
we term “ good ’”’ or “ bad,” but God does 
not—He Who, when He lived among men, 
yet “‘ did not need anyone’s testimony con- 
cerning a man, for He of Himself knew what 
was in the man”’ [Weymouth’s translation]. 
Indeed, He counted among His friends 
certain that were sinners, while to the 
religious leaders of His day, He said: Some 
of these “‘ are entering the Kingdom in front 
of you.” The one dividing line that Christ 
drew, and that stands out strong and 
definite through all His teaching, is between 
the men who have consciously come into 
their heritage, of whatever colour or nation 
they be, and those who have not, for it is 
written that He said: ‘‘ He that hath the 
Son hath life, and he that hath not the Son 
hath not life.’’ Let us go to the root; lack 
of life—strong, pulsating vitality—and that 
is moral and spiritual ansemia. 

And let us begin at home. The Son 
of God, Who is the life, here in England 
is not ruling the heart of the nation, is not— 
in the main—taken into account. The 
resulting heart disease from which the 
nation is suffering is not strikes and unrest ; 
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these are symptoms of a deeper disease 
called spiritual poverty, and longer pay and 
shorter hours may temporarily give relief 
to the symptoms, but will not cure the evil. 
It is not fresh opinions but anew conviction, 
not advice but inspiration, that England 
needs; ‘‘ God left out” is at the bottom of 
all her problems. It is a false diagnosis 
which asserts that Christianity has been 
tried and failed ; rather—and especially in 
dealing with the present industrial and 
social problems—it has been found too 
costly, and from a national standpoint it 
has, therefore, not been tried. 

And beyond “* home ’’—what an outlook, 
west or east! Countries seething with 
unrest; riots and revolutions; powers, 
governments, castes, and customs shaken ; 
nations suddenly awaked and demanding 
in a day the civilization, science, and liberty 
of the West, the results of Christianity 
without the Christ—but that is the building 
without the foundation and it cannot 
stand. It cannot stand, for in its progress 
it cuts away at the caste system, ancestor 
worship, and a thousand beliefs of the old 
religions which gave stability and foundation 
to the civilizations of the East, while it 
lacks the sure foundation on which to build. 
It is a grave possibility that the last state 
of those peoples may be worse than the 
first. Because “ religion ’’ is a necessity to 
humanity, an uncontrolled humanity is the 
supreme danger of the present era, for 
unless God is at the centre there will 
inevitably be confusion worse confounded. 
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Religion is a necessity to humanity. Where 
no other “religion ’’ exists, man has made 
his own, creating spirits of his own imagina- 
tion and idols as tangible representations 
of his unknown deities, or, failing these, he 
has worshipped men, as in the ancestor 
worship of China. It is ‘‘ God left out ”’ 
in England that is at the bottom of all our 
problems and disorder.. But it is ‘‘ God 
unknown ”’ in the East—that is the subtle 
difference. And West and East teach one 
lesson for those that have ears to hear, that 
the outcome of either is muddle and con- 
fusion, and must inevitably be so. We 
glance over the world, and our hearts fail at 
the outlook, because of the confused noise 
of battle and the stirring of the people. 
But that is not the whole of a world outlook. 
Looking off, we see God—God invisible except 
to men of vision, hidden in thick cloud, but 
nevertheless God reigning, God working, 
God over all supreme. The Man of Galilee 
-fooked upon the power of the great Roman 
Empire, upon the high civilization of Greece, 
and of this world’s kingdoms His judgment 
was that they would pass, but the Kingdom 
would remain—and the centuries since have 
proved it true. 

The great war nineteen centuries later 
has shaken everything that can be shaken, 
while that alone which cannot be shaken 
remains unmoved. It is the Kingdom. 
Christ Himself likened the Kingdom to 
leaven. It might have been spoken of the 
twentieth century. 

For this is the vision! Isee the Kingdom, 
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a great force, moving on in the world, 
hidden, working in secret, yet with results 
unmistakable and most apparent. I see it 
seeming to fail in the face of organized 
opposition, yet bound to conquer. With 
magnificent optimism the Leader at the 
outset said: “I have overcome.” Nothing 
can stop the forward sweep of the Kingdom. 
It is invincible—“‘the earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord ”’ isa prophecy as 
wellas a promise; itisunconquerable, because 
it is the very life of God, and life is the one 
irresistible force the world knows. I see 
the Kingdom moving on in the world, 
growing and increasing, ofter. slowly but 
. very surely. Men as they meet it are swept 
into its strong current, or by rejecting it 
turn out of the power of its onward sweep, 
but they are never the same as before the call 
of the Kingdom crossed their path. But 
the Kingdom advances, and will continue to 
advance to its completion when He comes 
Himself Whose right it is to reign. ; 

Never was it more apparent than to-day 
that God is working His purpose out, not by 
calamities and distresses, but through them. 
The war has not shaken the Kingdom, 
rather it has advanced it! The tiny seed 
which will crack walls and rocks, not 
because it is stronger but because it has life— 
this is irresistible. The tiny piece of leaven 
hidden in the great lump of dough has life, 
so it works, ‘“‘raises,’’ upheaves. The 
disciples of to-day have been charged with 
the same offence as were those of old—that 
of ‘turning the world upside down.” If 
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disorder and tumult prevail, may it not be 
because the leaven is working? The 
dough is far from being bread, but the 
leaven is causing it to rise; it may not always 
be recognized, but in the present dissatis- 
faction with existing conditions, prevailing 
world-wide, it is there at work. 

For close on 2000 years men have prayed, 
often blindly: “Thy Kingdom come.” 
What ifitisnear? Are there not signs that 
even the blind may see? All the ages have 
focussed up to this, and in the arresting 
words of a great leader: ‘*‘ These are the 
most important years in the history of 
mankind, excepting for the years of the 
Incarnation of the Son of God.” These years 
may easily become the most tragic ; the spirit 
of lawlessness is abroad, the time is one of 
crisis, the situation is acute. Therefore, it 
follows that in these strange and dangerous 
days of the world’s history the only man who 
dare be, who, indeed, can be, radiantly 
optimistic is the man who, like St. Paul in 
the moment of shipwreck, can stand in the 
face of circumstance with his ‘‘ Be of good 
cheer: for I believe God.’ The people 
who know their God are those who are 
strong in the present as in Old Testament 
days, and it is they who shall do exploits. 

It was recently said that ‘‘ the future of 
the world depends largely upon mission- 
aries.”” Why? Because missions are at 
the heart of things, for they exist to advance 
the Kingdom. And yet people are still to 
be found in England who think foreign 
missions unnecessary!  ‘‘ Foreign ? ’—a 
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world outlook leaves no room for home or 
foreign. And indeed it is well for our nation 
that it is so, for God, when He came to the 
world as man, came as an Eastern to the East, 
and we of the West owe all we have not to 
civilization (less boasted of since a civilized 
Power produced kultur), but, back of that, 
to what came to us from Palestine long ago. 
It is we who would be “‘ foreign’’; we stand 
only on the ground of our common humanity 
because it was a world that God so loved. 
Since we owe so much, it is up to us to give 
back to the East what the East gave to us. 

The old view of home versus foreign 
is radically wrong, and can only lead to 
blurred vision in which all true perspective 
is lost. The idea that because it is a day of 
crisis in our own land we cannot spare 
thought for the needs of more remote 
countries, at least until England is bettered, 
is one which no up-to-date, thoughtful 
person can hold in this day when the world 
is one as never before. We can never forget 
the problems of the West, they are too 
closely linked with those of the East; the 
very problems of England are reflected and 
duplicated in Japan, India, and elsewhere— 
and in even cruder ways. Five days after 
the railway strike started, the “Times” 
announced: ‘“ The great railway strike in 
London has produced consternation in 
Peking.” 

Not only because the world is one are 
missions a necessity. If Christ is the hope 
of the world, the Saviour of the nations, 
then the spread of the Kingdom is the only 
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way to solve every problem—social, indus- 
trial, racial—that the world knows. ‘‘I am 
come that they might have life.”” ‘“‘I am 
the Life.”” We have already noted symptoms 
and disease. Here is the cure! ‘‘ Who healeth 
all thy diseases.”” When we get a world 
outlook, the spread of the Kingdom takes 
its own place; it becomes urgent, incompar- 
ably important, indeed, the great essential 
—and this is missions! ‘The field,’’ said 
the founder of the Kingdom, “is the 
world ’’; and yet these are three opinions on 
the subject! A few know missions to be an 
absolute necessity, a very few seem to think 
them wrong, while the majority of business 
people hold them to be “ all very well in their 
way,’ a matter in which, according to your 
inclination, you mayor maynot be interested, 
just as you might be in collecting stamps or 
china; in short, it is the hobby, or perhaps 
the fad, of a small body of eccentric and 
“very religious ’’ people. 

The missionary is thought to be either 
queer, old-fashioned and narrow, or some 
one rather wonderful and especially gifted—. 
in either case he is peculiar, and it does not 
seem to occur to the public mind that to 
counteract both these false impressions it 
was said how that “‘not many wise men, 
not many mighty, not many noble are 
called’’; in other words, that God requires 
the ordinary man and every man of “‘ those 
who profess and call themselves Christians ”’ 
to find out in what way he may serve the 
advance of the Kingdom, and to do “ his 
bit ’’ to the point of sacrifice. The mission- 
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ary is simply the man who goes “ all lengths”’ 
for the Kingdom; who makes it his sole 
business in life; who, like Christ, feels that 
he must be about his Father’s business. 
‘** I must be in it,” is the heart’s cry of the 
man who has seen the vision of the King- 
dom, ‘‘ I must be in it now, through service 
and sacrifice.” 

And the great qualification is vision. For 
missionaries are not as old-fashioned as they 
would seem. “ Out of date?” Asa body 
they are not only up-to-date but ahead of 
their time. Ordinary men they are, but 
with vision enough to look ahead, to see how 
best to lay out their life—man’s only pos- 
session—to see in what service it will count 
for most, and for the eternal good of the 
many. ‘They are not talking of, but working 
for, the real reconstruction, for the brother- 
hood of mankind, for the building of a world 
in which peace shall be possible. They are 
building in the only sane and practical way, 
upon a foundation, and “‘ other foundation 
can no man lay than that which is laid, which 
is Jesus Christ.”? That is why the future of 
the world depends largely upon mission- 
aries. This enterprise is not a rash adven- 
ture ; for though there is no compromise, no 
bargaining with Christ, His affairs are 
conducted on business principles, and the 
balance of profit and loss is not as uneven 
as it would seem. If the cost is great, 
it still pays, for the gains and the losses 
interchange; the man who saves is not 
always the richer, while the man who 
loses in the service of the Kingdom surely 
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finds. Indeed, to stake one’s all on the 
enterprise of Jesus is not the risk it 
sounds, because no man siding with Him 
has yet found himself the loser. 

To-day the position to be faced by those 
who are out for the advance of the Kingdom 
is unparalleled. Opposing forces of evil are 
stronger, or at least more apparent in world- 
wide unrest. World opportunities are vaster, 
for dissatisfaction is leading men to seek, 
try, and reject divers ways and means, and 
we see new movements springing up in India, 
China, Africa, among the masses, towards the 
Christian faith, as they growingly realize 
Christ to be the world’s one way through. 

And the difficulties presented are corre- 
spondingly so great, that unless the Chris- 
tians among the nations rise one and all to 
see things through, the unique opportunity 
may pass by, leaving the Kast powerful but 
materialistic—a menace, not only to the 
West but to the world’s hope of brother- 
hood. It is a unique crisis, urgently re- 
quiring prayer, faith, money, lives—and 
first a world outlook. 

But the Kingdom is sure! 

Therefore, it is not vague and hopelessly 
visionary, this missionary enterprise—it is 
sound, above all things practical, not 
founded on hopes but facts, on God our only 
hope for this life, on Whose lines alone can 
a new earth be evolved, God our only 
certainty for the life to be. 

Truly, to every man it is wise counsel: 
** Seek ye first the Kingdom!” | 
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